c 4 The Ministry of Natural Resources Act, 1972 by Ontario
Ontario: Annual Statutes
1972
c 4 The Ministry of Natural Resources Act, 1972
Ontario
© Queen's Printer for Ontario, 1972
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/ontario_statutes
This Statutes is brought to you for free and open access by the Statutes at Osgoode Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Ontario:
Annual Statutes by an authorized administrator of Osgoode Digital Commons.
Bibliographic Citation
The Ministry of Natural Resources Act, 1972, SO 1972, c 4
Repository Citation
Ontario (1972) "c 4 The Ministry of Natural Resources Act, 1972," Ontario: Annual Statutes: Vol. 1972, Article 6.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.osgoode.yorku.ca/ontario_statutes/vol1972/iss1/6
1972 MlNISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES Chap. 4 
CHAPTER 4 
An Act to establish 
the Ministry of Natural Resources 
Assented to April 7th , 197 Z 
Session Prorogued /Jecember 15th , 1972 
H ER ~VlAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, 
enacts as follows: 
1. In this Act, 
(a) "Deputy ~.'1inister" means the Deputy :\1inister of 
Natural Resources; 
(b) "Minister" means the Minister of Natural Resources ; 
(c) "Ministry" means the Ministry of Natural Resources . 
Interpre-
tation 
2. The Minister is responsible for the administration of this B:~~\~~~/ 
Act and any other Acts that are assigned to him by the 
provisions thereof or by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
67 
:J. The departments of the public service known as the~;gt'.';~t~~1i';.8 
Department of Lands and Forests and the DepartmentMlnistry 
of .;\1lines and Northern Affairs are amalgamated and continued 
as one ministry to be known as the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. 
4. The Minister shall preside over and have charge of theMh inisther to 
ave c arge 
~linistry. 
5.-( I) There shall be, 
(a) a Deputy Minister of Natural Resources who shall 
be the deputy head of the Ministry; 
(b) a Surveyor General who shall be appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council and ,.,·ho shall 
perform such duties in connection with the surveying 
of lands, investigation of water powers, engineering, 
inspection, research and such other matters as are 
assigned to him by the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council or by the Minister. 
S talf 
68 
Idem 
R.S.O. 1970. 
c. 386 
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(2) Such officers, clerk5 and servants as arc required 
from time to time for the proper conduct of the business 
of the Ministry may be appointed under The Public Service Act. 
Protection (3) No action or other proceeding for damages shall be from personal 
liability instituted against the Deputy Minister, the Mining Commis-
~·~·?· 1970· sioner under The Mining Act, or any officer or employee 
Liability 
of Crown 
R.S.O. 1970. 
c. 365 
Delegation 
of powers 
and duties 
Enforcement 
of contracts 
Seal 
Idem 
Officers 
authorized 
to take 
affidavits 
of the Ministry or anyone acting under his authority for 
any act done in good faith in the execution or intended 
execution of his duty or for any alleged neglect or default 
in the execution in good faith of his duty. 
(4) Subsection 3 does not, by reason of subsections 2 and 
4 of The Proceedings Against the Crown Act, relieve the 
Crown of liability in respect of a tort committed by a 
person mentioned in subsection 3 to which it would otherwise 
be subject and the Crown is liable under that Act for any 
such tort in like manner as if subsection 3 had not been 
enacted. 
6.-(1) Where, under this or any other Act, a power or 
duty is granted to or vested in the Minister, he may in 
writing, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council, delegate that power or duty to the Deputy 
Minister, or to any officer or officers of the Ministry, 
subject to such limitations, restrictions, conditions and 
requirements as the .Minister may set out in the delegation. 
(2) Contracts and title documents respecting any matter 
under the administration or control of the Minister that are 
entered into by the .Minister or by any other person duly 
authorized to enter into them enure to the benefit of the 
Crown and may be enforced as if entered into with the Crown. 
7 .-(I) The Lieutenant Governor in Council may authorize 
a seal for the Ministry. 
(2) The seal may be reproduced by engraving, litho-
graphing, printing or other method of mechanical repro-
duction and when so reproduced has the same effect as 
if manually affixed. 
8. Affidavits or statutory declarations required under 
any Act administered by the Minister or intended to be 
used in reference to any claim, business or transaction 
in the Ministry or in respect of which the Ministry is 
interested or which affects the revenue of Ontario, under 
the control of the .:\Iinistry, may be taken before any person 
having authority to administer oaths or before the clerk of 
any county or district court, or before the ;\linister or 
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Deputy Minister, or before any person appointed for that 
purpose by the Minister or Deputy Minister, or before an 
Ontario land surveyor appointed by the Minister or Deputy 
Minister to inquire into, take evidence in or report upon any 
matter pending in the Ministry. 
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9. A copy of an instrument made or issued under the ~~rti~~a 
hand of the Minister or Deputy Minister or of any officer inJ'l.ument 
of the Ministry under the authority of any Act administered ~~i~eence 
by the Minister or under the authority of the regulations 
made under those Acts, purporting to he certified by 
the Minister, Deputy Minister or officer as a true copy 
of such instrument is receivable in evidence in any action, 
prosecution or other proceeding as prima jacie proof of the 
instrument and its contents without proof of the signature 
or official position of the person purporting to have made 
the certificate. 
10. Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor~~~~~Iiees 
in Council, the Minister may establish advisory committees 
to the Minister and sub-committees thereto, appoint chairmen 
and members of such committees and sub-committees, fix 
the terms of reference of such committees and sub-committees 
and fix the remuneration and expenses of the chairmen and 
members of such committees and sub-committees. 
11. The Minister after the close of each 
submit to the Lieutenant Governor in Council 
report upon the affairs of the Ministry and 
lay the report before the Assembly if it is in 
if not, at the next ensuing session. 
vear shall Annual 
- report 
an annual 
shall then 
session or, 
12. A reference to the Minister or Deputy Minister of Lands foeitif~rs~~~. 
and Forests or the Minister or Deputy Minister of Mines and etc. 
N orthem Affairs or to the Department of Lands and Forests 
or the Department of Mines and Northern Affairs in any Act, 
regulation or rule shall be deemed to be a reference to the 
Minister of Natural Resources, the Deputy Minister of Natural 
Resources or the Ministry of Natural Resources, as the case 
may be. 
l:i.-(1) Where, on the date that this Act comes into Application 
f h ~i· · f L d d F I l\I' . toex1st1ng orce, t c JI' mister o an s an orests or t le i · mister proceedings 
of Mines and N orthcm Affairs is a party to any action 
or proceeding before any court, hoard or other tribunal, 
70 
Parties 
lo action 
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the :\linistcr of Natural Resources shall, for the purpoges 
of such action or proceeding, be deemed to be the party 
in the place of the Minister of Lands and Forests or 
the Jlinister of Mines and Northern Affairs, as the case 
may be. 
(2) Where, on the date that this Act comes into force, 
the J\Iinistcr of the Environment or the l\Jinister of T oorism 
and Information is a party to an action or proceeding 
respecting a matter administered on that date or thereafter 
by the Minister of Natural Resources before any court, 
board or tribunal, the Minister of Natural Resources shall, 
for the purposes of such action or proceeding, be deemed 
to be the party in the place of the Minister of the 
Environment or the :Minister of Tourism and Information, as 
the case may be. 
Reference to t 4. A reference to the Minister or the Deputy l\linister 
Minister. etc. 
Executing 
title 
documents, 
licences, 
oontracts, 
etc. 
of Lands and Forests or the Minister or Deputy Minister 
of Mines or the Minister or Deputy Minister of Mines and 
Northern Affairs or the Department of Lands and Forests or 
the Department of .Mines or the Department of Mines and 
Northern Affairs in any letters patent, deed, lease, licence 
of occupation, licence, permit, contract, judgment or order 
and any reference to the Minister or Deputy Minister of the 
Environment or the Department of the Environment or the 
Minister or Deputy Minister of Tourism and Information 
or the Department of Tourism and Information in any deed, 
lease, licence of occupation, licence, permit, contract, judg-
ment or order respecting a matter administered by the Minister 
of Natural Resources on or after the day this Act comes into 
force shall be deemed to be a reference to the Minister or 
Deputy .Minister of Natural Resources or the Ministry of 
Natural Resources, as the case may be. 
15. During the period of six months following the 31st 
day of March, 1972, any letters patent, deed, lease, licence 
of occupation, licence, permit, contract or order respecting 
any matter administered by the Minister may be executed 
by the Minister as the Minister of the Environment, the 
Minister of Lands and Forests, the Minister of Mines and 
Northern Affairs or the Minister of Tourism and Information 
or by the Deputy Minister as the Deputy Minister of the 
Environment, the Deputy Minister of Lands and Forests, the 
Deputy Minister of Mines and Northern Affairs, the Deputy 
Minister of Tourism and Information or the Deputy Provincial 
Secretary and such execution shall be fully effective as execu-
tion by the Minister or the Deputy J\finister. 
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16. Section 47 of The Crown Timber Act, being chapter fr~'t~r Act, 
102 of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1970, is repealed. 8 · 47, 1 d repea e 
17. Sections 4, 5, 6, 16, section 17 as amended by the'.!1~Zi~s~4. 5, 6. 
Statutes of Ontario, 1971, chapter 50, section 58 and section 1169, 17and1 d , . A f R , repea e 19 of The M intng ct, being chapter 274 o the evised Statutes 
of Ontario, 1970, are repealed. 
18. The Ontario Parks Integration Board Act, being ~-:;;,t;:~o 
chapter 327 of the Revised Statutes of Ontario 1970 is Integro.tion 
, ' Board Act, 
repealed. tepea.led 
19. Sections 4, 5, 6, 10, 43 and 44 of The Public Lands f~i~;scAct, 
A ct, being chapter 380 of the Revised Statutes of Ontario ss.4, 5, e. 10, 
' 43 a.nd 44, 1970, are repealed. repealed 
20. Section 61 of The Surveys Act, being chapter 453 ~~·t:.Yat 
of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1970, is repealed. repealed 
21. This Act shall be deemed to have come into force on ~"e';;i"ence­
the 1st day of April, 1972. 
22. This Act may be cited as The Ministry of NaturalBhorttitte 
Resources Act, 1972. 

